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When an Ordinary Day  
Becomes Not So Ordinary

You never 
know when 

that next phone 
call might lead 
to something 
big

By Mark McKinnon
(All suspect names have been changed for this article)

An ordinary Tuesday one spring, specifi-

cally March 22nd of 2016, Game Warden 

Joe Hill with the Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources Law Enforcement 

Division received a complaint from citi-

zens about their dog being caught in a 

steel trap in White County.  Hill had no 

idea the call would launch a five-month 

investigation leading to a 36-count indict-

ment. Such is how things often go in the 

world of conservation law enforcement. 

Many big cases, also referred to as “good 

licks”, blossom from a simple tip.
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Hill, along with his supervisor Sergeant 
Steve Seitz, responded to the area and located 
a trap that was sprung, other areas where 
additional animals had been caught, and a trap 
that was still set. The legal trapping season in 
Georgia for furbearing animals had ended on 
the last day of February.  The closure was 22 
days earlier. 

The sprung trap had Carrie Louden’s name 
on an attached metal tag as required by law. 
A trapping license check revealed she pos-
sessed a valid trapping license in her name. 

The officers photographed and 
documented evidence in the area 
and placed surveillance cameras 
on the set trap. Hill checked the 
memory cards on the cameras 
each day and within a couple of 
days, he had photos of a male 
subject checking and tending the 
traps.

The male subject was easily 
identified by other Georgia Game 
Wardens as David Louden, 
Carrie’s husband. David was not 
a stranger to the officers, as he 
had been arrested multiple times 
by the agency.  Louden had been 
riddled with convictions in past 

years for a number of game and fish violations 
including hunting waterfowl over bait, taking 
over the limit of turkeys, hunting from a public 
road, hunting from a motor vehicle, and killing 
alligators out of season. He had also been 
arrested by other law enforcement agencies, 
convicted of various felony offenses. A license 
check of David Louden revealed he did not 
have a valid trapping license. 

On March 25th, Sgt. Seitz and Corporal 
Anne Wiley, who were also assisting with 
the investigation, checked the cameras again. 
The photos revealed David had checked and 
pulled the trap earlier in the day. The cameras 
captured images of him exiting his vehicle 
with a firearm and dispatching a domestic dog 
that had been caught in the trap. The Game 
Wardens compiled all the evidence and Wiley 
obtained a search warrant for the Louden 

David was  
not a stranger 
to the officers, 

as he had 
been arrested 
multiple times 

by the  
agency.  
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residence and cell phone. 
On March 30th, Seitz, Hill and Wiley, were 

joined by Game Warden Beth Gilbert and 
Wildlife Technician Scott Bardenwerper as 
they served the search warrant. Several pieces 
of evidence at the residence were seized, in-
cluding a cell phone, ammunition for various 
firearms, protected bird parts, and homemade 
liquor. Several frozen bobcats were also found 
in the freezers and photographed for evidence. 
The cell phone was submitted to the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation (GBI) to extract the 
data including text messages, photos, videos, 
and call data. The investigation also revealed 
that Carrie had a Facebook page where she 
posted her trapping and hunting activities, so 
search warrants were obtained to gather the 
information from Facebook. 

When the GBI report containing the cell 
phone data was received, it contained: 387 
videos, 6,020 photo images, 18,673 text mes-
sages, and other evidentiary information. Due 

to the vast amount of data 
and information to process, 
and taking into account Joe 
Hill’s training as a regional 
investigator, Hill assumed 
the role of lead investigator. 

With the cell phone 
data and the information 
received from Facebook, 
the four Game Wardens 
worked together to meticulously sort through 
and document the evidence page by page. 
What they found strongly supported all the 
trapping violations, while also revealing ad-
ditional violations of buying/selling firearms, 
trapping bobcats out of season, and killing 
over the limit of antlered deer.

On July 1st, Hill secured nine arrest war-
rants on David for possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon, possession of protected bird 
parts, taking over the bag limit (antlered deer), 
failure to tag deer, trapping out of season, 

trapping without a license, 
failing to inspect traps within 
24 hours, failure to retrieve 
game animals, and failure to 
properly tag traps. Gilbert 
obtained four arrest warrants 
on Carrie for trapping out 
of season, possession of 
protected bird parts, failure to 
properly tag traps, and failure 

to inspect traps within 24-hour period. 
On August 5th, Hill presented the reservoir 

of evidence on David in Superior Court for a 
probation revocation/committal hearing, since 
the suspect was already on active probation. 
The judge found sufficient evidence support-
ing the probable cause for the arrest warrants. 
The case and probation revocation would 
move forward. 

Between July 1st and October 4th, Hill 
worked closely with the White County As-
sistant District Attorney (ADA), Bill Clark 
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preparing the charges and counts for the Grand 
Jury, since felony violations were involved 
and David was under active felony probation. 
The results of their work, combined with the 
investigative work by all four Game Wardens, 
was a 29-count indictment for David Louden 
covering all of his separate violations and a 
seven-count indictment for Carrie Louden. 
In addition to the phone and Facebook data 
evidence, Hill also interviewed seven indi-
viduals, including one from out of state, who 
witnessed some of the violations. 

On October 4th, the Grand Jury in White 
County returned a true bill on all the thirty-
six counts against the Louden duo. David’s 
charges included nine felonies and twenty 
misdemeanors for the hunting and trapping 
violations. Carrie was tagged with seven 
misdemeanor charges for various trapping 
violations. 

On October 28th, David’s bond was revoked 
in Superior Court and he was taken into 
custody by the White County Sheriff’s Office, 
where he would remain until another hearing 
could be set sometime in 2017. 

Between October 28, 2016 and March 27, 
2017, ADA Clark and the Louden’s defense 

attorneys had several discus-
sions and prepared the case for 
other hearings and a possible 
trial date. During this time, a 
plea deal was presented to the 
Loudens and due to the solid 
case constructed by Hill and 
the other three Game Wardens 
against them, it was accepted in 
White County Superior Court 
on March 28th.

David Louden pled guilty to 
aggravated cruelty to animals 
for killing a domestic dog 
(felony), possession of firearm 
by first offender probationer (felony), trap-
ping without a valid license (misdemeanor), 
failure to inspect traps within a 24-hour period 
(misdemeanor), trapping out of season (mis-
demeanor), and failure to affix stamped metal 
tag (misdemeanor). He was sentenced to serve 
a total of 10 years, the first 3 in confinement 
and the remainder to be served on probation.  
He was also ordered to pay a $2,000 fine and 
his hunting and trapping privileges were 
suspended for 5 years upon his release from 
the Georgia Department of Corrections.

Carrie Louden pled guilty to 
failure to inspect traps within a 
24-hour period (misdemeanor), 
trapping out of season (mis-
demeanor), unlawful hunting/
possession of birds or parts 
(misdemeanor), and failure to 
affix stamped metal tag (mis-
demeanor). She was sentenced 
to serve two years on probation 
and to perform 120 hours of 
community service work. She 
had to pay a $1,000 fine and her 
hunting and trapping privileges 
were suspended for three years 

starting on March 28, 2017.
Air-tight investigative work, persistence 

and teamwork paid off for the four Georgia 
Game Wardens in a complicated case involv-
ing bobcats, cameras, Facebook, and piles of 
data.

And it all started with a simple phone call 
on a spring day in the South.

Mark McKinnon is the public 
affairs officer for the Georgia DNR 
Law Enforcement Division. 
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serve a total of 
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first three in 
confinement 

and the 
remainder to 
be served on 

probation.  

Campout Omelets in a Bag
Submitted by:  North Dakota District Game Warden Courtney Sprenger

Materials
 (per person)

 ● Ziploc bag
 ● 2 or 3 eggs
 ● 1/3 cup of milk
 ● cheese
 ● cooked, diced ham, 
sausage, or bacon

 ● spinach, green 
peppers, 
mushrooms, or other 
preferred veggie

 ● salt and pepper

 Preparation
1. Crack the eggs and put them in the bag
2. Add milk to the bag
3. Add ingredients: the veggies, cheese, and 

meats (note: the more ingredients added, 
the longer it will take to cook)

4. To combine the ingredients, squish 
everything together with your hands to 
mix the ingredients

5. Bring water to a boil, and then add the 
bag into the water

6. Put a lid over the pot, let sit for about 
13-14 minutes (this time is for a normal-
sized omelet, if you add an extra egg or 
lots of ingredients add a few minutes)

7. Slide it out of the bag onto a plate to 
serve.


